
Great Snoring Parish Council


Clerk  Joanna Otte, Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, NR21 0JN  
tel: 01328 822366 email: greatsnoringpc@googlemail.com 
Present: R Coates, J Lockhart, S Pannell (Chairman), H Seekings (Vice-Chairman), J Taylor,

and:  T FitzPatrick (District Councillor), M Strong (County Councillor), and seven members of the public.

Meeting of Great Snoring Parish Council 

on Thursday 25 June 2015 at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Church
MINUTES

Welcome 

1. Apologies from G Peabody, D Perowne were accepted. 
2. Declarations of pecuniary interest by the Councillors in any of the items listed below.
3. Minutes of the previous Meeting (14 May) to be approved and signed as a true record.

4. Matters arising: Progress on items from previous meetings for information or reminders only. Items not on this agenda requiring decisions will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
· In reference to item 4 of the previous meeting it was noted that the allocation of responsibilities was in fact ‘monitoring’ as individual councillors were not responsible for the items. It was also noted that Jon Taylor monitored the Parish Clock on the Church Tower.

· It was noted that the treatment oil had been purchased and the gates etc would be treated in due course.
5. The Meeting was temporarily closed for Parishioners to express any concerns they have and for reports from the District and County Councillors and the PCSO.
· Written report from the police: calls since the previous meeting: 1 x road accident; 1 x concerns for safety; no crimes.
· A member of the public raised the issue of potholes in The Street and asked for the road to be surface dressed.
NCCllr Marie Strong

· Broadband information: The second Better Broadband roll out for fibre would be in 2016 (most completed by end of 2017) to provide 24mbps. She would supply information for the newsletter.

· Parish Partnership Scheme for Highways improvements shared cost 50:50 was running again (deadline December 2015).

NNDCllr Tom FitzPatrick

· Big Society Fund continuing but not as large as previously because the funding from second homes had been reduced by 50%.

· He waited to speak about Exception Housing following the report from the Chairman.

The Chairman re-opened the meeting.
6. Chairman’s report

· A background briefing session had been held for new councillors.
· Rural Housing Exception Scheme. 
The Chairman and another councillor would meet with the Diocese on 3 July to find out the current situation of the Diocesan Land. Alan Cole – Asset Manager for the Diocese in a telephone conversation with the Chairman, reported that no decision had been made regarding the land; but offers were being considered. The land would not be sold with planning consent. There were no plans, and no figures about the amount of affordable housing. The latter would be based on housing need. Usually about one third but no more than 50% would be sold on the open market. The Developer, with whom they have been talking, is Wellington, who would work with either Victory Housing or Saffron Housing to manage the affordable housing side. The Diocese spoke to NNDC about housing in 2012. There is an issue about access.

A date is being arranged for NNDC Housing to give a presentation in the village on Affordable & Exception Housing to councillors and residents.

· NNDCllr Tom FitzPatrick provided some background information about the affordable housing situation in the Village and what he had done.

· Victory Housing had a policy of selling affordable housing if the property was uneconomical to refurbish. He had opposed the sale of affordable housing in Great Snoring but Victory Housing had continued with the sale.

· He had offered to speak to the Walsingham Estate about the provision of new affordable housing, but this had been declined by a previous Chairman of the Parish Council.

· He emphasised that it was important for Housing and Planning to be involved to ensure that Exception Housing Schemes met the criteria. Both these were District Council functions and Nicola Turner was the officer to contact.

· NCCllr Marie Strong noted that Highways would look at the access when the time came.
7. Environment 

· Highways: items to report







Clerk
· Drains on Thursford Road need to be cleared of weeds and debris (near the grit bin and opposite Lazy Toad)
· Foliage around signposts needs to be cut back
· Potholes on The Street and request for surface dressing
· Branch on ash tree on Fakenham Road which is resting on telephone wires still needs to be cut back. The Clerk was asked to remind the Walsingham Estate.
· It was noted that the replacement sign for Thursford Road Duck End was on order.
· Footpaths

· Dog fouling signs. It was noted that temporary signs had been put up on the allotments. The Clerk was asked to follow up the request for signage from NNDC. 
· Footpath / permissive path: it was noted that the footpaths etc were rather overgrown. It was agreed that the Chairman would approach the people responsible.













SP






· The Greenway: feedback from site meeting on 9 June with the Highways Engineer: Steve White explained the Greenway was a ‘soft road’ and therefore comes under the remit of the County Council highway. The surface of the road meets the acceptable criteria that it is passable by an able bodied person in stout footway or by a 4x4 vehicle at slow speed. Various options were discussed such as signage (not much help) re-designation (too costly at a starting price of £3,000), filling the ruts with hard core (would probably encourage usage by 4x4s etc. and dangerous for horses). The best option would be to cut back the growth in the centre of the track (but not at the entrance) to make it easier for walkers. It was agreed that the Chairman would ask David Perowne if he would do this.








SP, DP
· The Knolls: 
· To consider alternatives for a replacement tree on lower knoll (for approval by NNDC). Suggestions: flowering cherry, crab apple, apple (Norfolk variety) rowan. The Clerk reported that the advice from NNDC was that neither a crab apple nor a silver birch would be sturdy enough for the location and furthermore the fruit from the crab apple would create potential hazards. Suitable trees recommended another oak, a red chestnut or the best option a hybrid lime. The Chairman suggested that further consideration should be given to the choice of tree as the Parish Council had until February 2017 to plant the replacement tree.
· It was noted that the location of the ‘Give Way’ sign on the lower knoll provides warning for both roads joining The Street, if repositioned near road, two signs would be required, agreed to leave in existing position.
· Jan Lockhart offered to clean the seat.





JL
· Tim Pringle had left the cutting of the lower knoll to allow the wildflowers to grow. He would be cutting the majority of it next week but would leave the oxeye daisies, the hawkweed would grow back.
· Wildflower Verges: The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and David Perowne had identified two areas on Fakenham Road and Dildash Lane to be marked out and managed for wildflowers by David Perowne. The verge cutting contractors would be asked to leave these areas uncut.











         SP, HS, DP
· Street furniture
· It was noted that the notice board required some maintenance. It was suggested that at the same time the notice board could be placed lower on the posts to make it more accessible. Jon Taylor agreed to do carry out the repairs to the notice board. It was also noted that the ‘verge’ below the notice board could be improved with flints to match the adjoining area.







JT
· It was noted that the strap on the lower hinge of the kiosk was broken.

· The lid on the dog bin on Dildash Lane was broken. It was agreed to purchase another bin at £87.88 +VAT (if the offer of a free second-hand bin had already gone).  Clerk 
· Gurney’s Ground
· It was noted that there were brambles, nettles, thistles and self-seeded saplings growing by the path which needed to be cut back, as well as a sycamore in the hedge.

· It was agreed that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman should cut back the rotten net on the goal posts.








SP, HS
· Jan Lockhart would ask Tim Pringle to strim growth at both gates.


JL
· Allotments
· Signs

· Jon Taylor reported that he had cleared most of the items from no 8. 
· It was suggested that a bonfire for allotment holders could be arranged.

· It was suggested that half of allotment no 1 could be cleared and divided.

· A note advertising allotments for rent should be put in the next newsletter emphasising that part allotments were also available.

· It was noted that the rental has increased for 2015/16 to £15 per full size allotment. A further increase might be considered for the following year to cover the cost of pest control.
8. Planning
· To consider proposals from NNDC. None received.
· To note decisions made by NNDC. None received.
9. Financial business
· To note receipts: Precept £1,500 and LCTSG £127 from NNDC 
· The balances on bank statements were confirmed as below:

	
	18/05/2015

	Barclays current account
	1,263.05 

	Barclays savings account
	4,682.55 

	
	5,945.60 


· The following payments were approved:

	
	Cheque no
	

	J Otte (expenses)
	100202
	36.18

	St Mary’s PCC (donation for use for Parish Council meeting)
	100203
	10.00

	Norse Eastern Ltd (grounds maintenance)
	100204
	179.00

	Stafford Snell (internal audit)
	100205
	15.00

	Norfolk Association of Local Councils (6 x Good Councillor’s Guide incl. postage)
	100206
	13.88

	 total
	
	£ 254.06

	cheques made between meetings
	
	

	John Dent (treatment oil for bench and gates)
	100201
	45.52


· The mandate form to change the signatory on the Barclays accounts was completed again.

10. Accounts and Annual Return

· The accounts which had been checked by H Seekings were approved and signed. 
· The Annual Return for external audit including annual governance statement was approved and signed.  

· See attached explanation of the annual governance statement and how the Parish Council meets its obligations.
· The Internal Auditor, Stafford Snell states that ‘I have carried out the Internal Audit for Great Snoring Parish Council as required under the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations (S1 2001/8.17). The accounts are well kept with an easy to follow audit trail, all other relevant documentation is in order. There are no points I wish to bring to the attention of the Parish Council. 
11. Communicating with the village

· Newsletter: remind people not to dump garden waste in the hedgerows, list of monitors, BBfN, shrubs and garden plants available in pots.




SP
12. Reports from parish councillors
· The Chairman noted that issues that had been raised in the Parish Plan questionnaire in 2011 had been or were being addressed such as the renovation to the Social Club and caring for the Churchyard which was looking good.
13. Communication from members of the public
14. Correspondence: mail circulated as usual
15. Any other business for report or placing on the agenda for the next Meeting
· Parish Partnership Scheme e.g. SAM2
16. To confirm the date of the next meeting at 7 pm in the Social Club Thursday 10 Sept. 2015.


Meeting closed 8.45 pm
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Signed: ……………............................



Date………………..

             Chairman


