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The next Parish Council 

Meeting will be held on 

Thursday 9 March 2017 

7.00pm  

Members of the public are invited          

to attend. There is an opportunity          
at the beginning of the meeting for    

residents to raise matters of concern. 

Summary of Meeting on Thursday 12 January 2017  

Following New Year’s greetings and the opening formalities District Councillor 

Tom FitzPatrick gave a report from the District Council and the report from the 

police was noted regarding calls about hare coursing in the area.  

Planning - planning application for Snoring Barn had been circulated and it was 

noted that the application at Forty Winks, Fakenham Road had been approved. 

The District Council will be moving its planning processes and consultation online 

in April with a new website going live at the end of January.  

Financial business - in addition to approving payments the Budget was consid-

ered for 2017-18 and a Clock Fund was discussed. The collection in the village 

towards the replacement clock dial raised £2,386, including the sale of the old 

clock dial. A grant of £3,300 had also been promised. The total cost of replacing 

the clock dial, including VAT, was £5,705.10. It was confirmed that the VAT          

refund of £800 and further donations would be held in a separate Parish Clock 

Fund for future maintenance and repairs. 

Budget and precept 2017-18 - the figures on the draft Budget were reviewed. 

It was agreed to set the reserved funds at £3500 (£1,000 for Parish Plan initiatives; 

£600 for election expenses; £1,900 for other contingencies). The projected sur-

plus of £273 would be used to offset expenditure for 2017-18. It was agreed to 

set the Precept 2017-18 at £3,400 - an increase of 3% on the previous year.  

Environment - taking the advice of a tree surgeon it was decided to submit a 

trees work application to the District Council for permission to crown lift the 

trees retaining the natural tree form on both knolls on Thursford Road. This will 

allow grass maintenance and reduce the roadside branches to allow vehicle access.  

Highways - the Clerk was asked to report the potholes on Little Snoring Road 

to Highways and to remind them that the road markings at the bridge still needed 

to be painted. 

Allotments - it was noted with thanks that D Perowne had filled the ruts on the 

allotment track, to be completed in due course. Also thanks sent to R Perowne 

for supplying rubble.  

Information about Prevention Zones for Avian Flu and keeping poultry separate 

from wild birds was sent to all allotment holders in December. They all responded 

promptly which was much appreciated and notices stating that it was closed were 

put up. The Order had been extended to 28 February. 

The Allotment Holders gathering was worthwhile and issues are being considered. 

IT - the Clerk reported that the existing Parish Council website provided via 

Norfolk RCC would be taken offline soon as NRCC merged with Community 

Action Norfolk and the website agreement has come to an end. However a       

Norfolk Parishes website was available via the County Council and Norfolk           

Association of Local Councils. The clerk would make a start on this new site.          

The village website would be developed. 

It was noted that superfast broadband should go live in Spring 2017. The cabinet 

has been installed but there have been problems with the connection from the 

exchange in Walsingham. G Peabody advised that people should wait until it has 

gone live before signing up to a yearly contract. 

Parish Council - the response from Post Office Master at Guist was noted: The 

Post Office won't extend the mobile service to Great Snoring out of concern for taking away trade 

from Little Snoring. If there are specific circumstances that mean that there is a group of people 

that are unable to make their way to L.S then it might be worth putting forward a proposal based 

on those individuals/groups.  

To note that there is no official Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the village but 



Dr Marie Strong -  
Norfolk County Councillor  

Many have been waiting to hear when the 
broadband cabinet in Great Snoring          
becomes fibre enabled. All the work is 
complete except the fibre connection.  
Unfortunately there is a blockage on the 
Gt Snoring fibre duct route. Based on the 
timescales to clear the blockage and then 
run the fibre and commission the cabinet,   
it is expected to go live during spring 2017. 
If you go to www betterbroadbandnorfolk 
you can follow through and see if you are 
fibre enabled. Once enabled you will be 
able to check which ISPs are available and 
compare speeds, packages, price. 

Regarding the price of broadband NCC 
does not have control over what ISPS 
charge and unfortunately they are not  
regulated by Ofcom. Across the country 
there are over one hundred ISPs offering 
fibre based services. It is important to 
check what is on offer to you. There has 
been a suggestion that small villages may 
have to pay more than larger areas so I 
asked for a check as to what is on offer at 
a village near to Gt Snoring which is fibre 
enabled. Using the postcode NR210LH the 
following comparison site shows a range of 
broadband options from different ISPs at 
different costs:  https://
www.broadbandchoices.co.uk  

Devolution came to an abrupt end.          
West Norfolk had said no to the proposed 
devolution and within days it was over for 
Norfolk. People appreciated the idea of 
devolved powers but a mayor and cabinet 
was seen as an additional layer between 
them and government – and at a cost; con-
cern was also expressed that funding over 
a 30 year period might not be secure. If 
another devolution proposal is to follow I 
would like to think it would be tailored for 
Norfolk not Whitehall. However within 
hours of ‘Devo 1’ being stopped the ques-
tion of Unitary was back on the scene but a 
motion at full council asking for an investi-
gation into unitary lost the vote. The rea-
son for rejection was two-fold: first officers 
and members need to focus over the com-
ing months on the February budget – one 
of the most important for a number of 
years; secondly there are county council 
elections in May 2017 and any ideas and 
plans made before then could be rejected 
by the new administration.  

Helping Vulnerable People Stay Well 
this Winter - many will be keeping an eye 
on those who need help to get through the 

winter safely, including keeping warm. En-
courage people to apply to the Surviving 
Winter fund – to get details go to 
www.norfolkfoundation.com. If you know 
someone who struggles to prepare hot 
meals go to www.Norfolk.gov.uk/
mealsonwheels. If someone is at risk please 
contact Norfolk County Council on 0344 
800 8020. In an emergency ring 999. 

Dance Workshops at Wells Commu-
nity Hospital - members of Wells De-
mentia Friendly Committee have persuad-
ed Creative Arts East to bring the Green 
Candle Dance Company to Wells Commu-
nity Hospital. The programme is called 
‘Improving Wellbeing through the Arts’. It 
will provide the opportunity for older peo-
ple to make new friends, enjoy a ‘cuppa 
and cake’ in a fun and dementia friendly 
environment. Sessions are free but space is 
limited – to book a place call Lea on 01953 
713390 or email 
lea@creativeartseast.co.uk. I just cannot 
resist saying: Be there or be Square! 

I wish you all a happy and healthy 2017. 

‘Keep it Clear’ 
More than two thirds of all sewer block-
ages are caused by people putting the 
wrong things down toilets and sinks 
costing Anglian Water around 7 million 
pounds per year unblocking pipes.  

‘Keep it Clear’ is Anglian Water’s          
campaign to reduce the misery, cost, bad 
smells and potential flooding and pollu-
tion caused by blocked drains. 

Wipes of all kinds can block pipes, even 
if it says ‘flushable’ on the packet. Bin all 
sanitary products. Toilets are designed 
to remove human waste and toilet paper. 

Let leftover fat, oil and grease cool, then 
pour into a suitable container and bin. 

individuals can sign up to Police Connect for regular updates via email, text or 

phone www.norfolk.police.uk/services/police-connect  

Jon Taylor informed the Council that this would be his last meeting as he was 

resigning from the Parish Council. He was thanked for his contribution to the 

Parish Council and the community over the years. 

He would be happy to continue to look after the Clock. However it would be 

useful if there was a new volunteer to learn the ropes. 

The full minutes can be seen on the notice board or at www.norfolkrcc.org.uk 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is at 7 pm at the Social Club 
Thursday 9 March 2017. Members of the public are invited to attend. 

Post box 
Having contacted 
Royal Mail and made 
a requested for the 
post box  to be 
repainted, in no 
time at all it was 
completed! 

Help with Parish Clock 
Are you interested in assisting with  
overseeing the running of the Parish 
Clock working alongside Jon Taylor.  
This involves checking and adjusting the 
timing, and changing the time in spring 
and autumn. 

Contact the Clerk 01328 822366.  

Resignation of Councillor 
Jonathan Taylor has resigned from       
the Parish Council after 8 years. We 
would like to thank him for his contri-
bution to the Parish Council and to 
the village. 

Avian Flu Alert 
The permissive path across the allot-
ment area will remain closed until      
28 February. 

The Chairman of                              
North Norfolk District Council 

Cllr John Lee 
Invites you to 

A Special Service to Celebrate 

Volunteering 

in North Norfolk 
Sunday 26th February at 2.45  

Cromer Parish Church 
Service led by Rev Dr. James Porter 

Norfolk County Council 
Community Learning Services 

Turn your hand to 
something new 
Adult Learning Courses 
www.norfolk.gov/adultlearning 

0344 800 8020 
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