Great Snoring Parish Council


Clerk  Joanna Otte, Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, NR21 0JN  
tel: 01328 822366 email: greatsnoringpc@googlemail.com 
Present: R Coates (Chairman), S Pannell (Vice-Chairman), D Perowne, H Seekings, 
J Taylor, J Towers, & M Strong (County Councillor), Mike Strong and one member of the public
Meeting of Great Snoring Parish Council
on Thursday 4 September 2014 at 7.00pm in the Social Club

MINUTES
Welcome from the Chairman
1. Apologies none received.
2. Declarations of pecuniary interest by the Councillors in any of the items listed below.
3. Minutes of the previous Meeting (26 June) were approved and signed as a true record.
4. Matters arising: Progress on items from previous meetings for information or reminders only. Items not on this agenda requiring decisions will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
5. The Meeting will be temporarily closed for Parishioners to express any concerns they have and for reports from the District and County Councillors and the PCSO.
NCCllr M Strong: 
· Call for retained fire fighters particularly in Wells.

· BBfN: progressing and ahead of schedule. More funding (including funding from the District Councils) to bring fibre to rural areas.

· Vodaphone Community Open Sure competition: more information and checklist available. (Details about specific broadband speed could be supplied by officers at County Council.)
[Police Crime report received after the meeting: Since the beginning of July: one crime of Burglary.  The calls into the police: a couple relating to suspicious circumstances and a highway obstruction.]
The Chairman re-opened the meeting.
6. Highways and footpaths
i. To note work carried out by the Highway Rangers on 28 May 2014:
a. Sweep carriageway junction: Thursford Rd

b. Cut hedge around 60/30, Gt Snoring Village, crossroad signs: Walsingham Rd, Barsham Rd.

ii. To note response from Highways regarding request for 20 mph speed limit.
Speed limits on roads are set in accordance with the member approved ‘Norfolk Speed Management Strategy’ which was recently reviewed. The framework for setting local speed limits in Norfolk is set out in this document. This framework is used to set speed limits depending on the road purpose and environment. Targeted action is taken through publicity, enforcement and engineering/ environmental measures, to achieve improved levels of compliance, reduce collisions and casualties, and also to respond to public concerns about speed issues.
 A 30 mph Speed Limit has the following criteria most of which Great Snoring meets.
 • settlement has a clearly defined core - town centre shopping area, village green, etc.
• numerous facilities generating pedestrian/cycle activity - schools, shops, PH, play areas, etc.
• almost continuous frontage development exceeding 400m in length
• significant development in depth
• numerous junctions
• significant pedestrian activity throughout the day with provision of footways and or crossings
• refer to the Norfolk Residential Design Guide (7.0 Design Details) for application
 There are no plans at present to introduce 20mph to village centres but we do have a list for part-time 20mph limits outside schools.  However, even for this funding is currently not available.
iii. To consider what can be done to prevent parking on the knoll and around the knoll by the Village Sign. Although problems persist, it was agreed that physically preventing parking on the knoll would exacerbate the problems experienced by agricultural and other drivers negotiating the junction. It was suggested that the Estate could be approached to see if it was possible to provide parking at this end of the village, particularly for those living in Estate property.
iv. Items to report
a. Pothole on Thursford Road

b. Signpost to Houghton (road sign) on Barsham Road was still missing.

c. Gullies and drains around village need to be flushed, especially before Duck End (grup needs digging out and grating needs to be lifted for flushing).

d. Growth by road signs needs to be cut back and clippings removed.

v. Verge cutting not up to standard.
vi. Street sweeping will need to be done again.
7. Vodaphone Community Open Sure project

i. It was noted that Geoff Peabody had taken on the role of ‘Champion’. The project would improve Vodaphone connection in the village via the internet. Certain conditions had to be met including a minimum broadband speed and installation of ‘boxes’ on chimneys around the village (property dweller to pay for electricity supply – approx £30 per annum). The Parish Council agreed to support this initiative in principle.
8. Appearance of the village
i. Verges: wildflower strategy.
ii. Thanks to Jon Taylor for cutting back the grass etc at the gate to Gurney’s Ground. It was agreed that weed killer could be put on the area and that a screw would be put in the chain in the gate, so that it is not left open.
iii. It was noted that Tim Pringle has one cut left and will send his invoice to the Clerk. He and Jon have offered to keep the growth on the knolls under control until the next season. (Apologies for length of grass at some points during the summer.)

9. Planning to consider planning applications and any other planning matters.
i. To consider any proposals from NNDC

a. Erection of wind turbine with a hub height of 49m and a blade tip height of 78m at Land at Manor farm, Cranmer, Sculthorpe. Ref: PF/14/0680. Plans circulated. No comment.
ii. To note decisions made by NNDC
10. Social Housing. The Clerk was asked to check progress with Martin Aust and the Diocese.
11. Financial business to consider payment of invoices and other financial business.
i. To note receipts: NCF WWI commemoration grant £330; NNDC recycling credits: £206.40
ii. The bank statements were confirmed with balances as below:

	
	18 July 2014

	Barclays current account
	1,959.62 

	Barclays savings account
	3,197.25 

	
	5,156.87 


iii. The following payments were approved:
	
	Cheque no
	

	J Otte (expenses) carry forward
	
	

	Social Club (Parish Council 04/09/14)
	100175
	10.00

	Social Club (50% of recycling credit)
	100176
	103.20

	Norfolk RCC (chairmanship training)
	100177
	25.00

	John Walsh (allotment prize)
	100178
	12.50

	Michael Walsh
	100180
	12.50

	Mike Bambridge (allotment prize)
	100179
	12.50

	 total
	
	£ 163.20

	Cheques made between meetings
	
	

	S Pannell (WWI event)
	100173
	305.75

	H Seekings (WWI event)
	100174
	24.25

	
	
	£ 330.00


iv. To note standing order payment of salary and pension contributions: 
	25 Aug 2014 salary (less personal pension cont £6.44)
	110.68

	25 Aug 2014 Norfolk Pension Fund (employer’s cont: £23.42; employee’s cont: £6.44)
	29.86

	25 Sept 2014 salary (less personal pension cont £6.44) 
	110.68

	25 Sept 2014 Norfolk Pension Fund (employer’s cont: £23.42; employee’s cont: £6.44)
	29.86


12. Allotments
i. To note that allotment rents are due on 15 October (collection on Friday 17 Oct). Remind allotment holders that allotments should not have non-allotment items stored on site and to keep weeds to a minimum in interests of all those who cultivate veg and fruit.
ii. Best Kept Allotment Prize (judged over the summer by prize-winning allotment holders from Cromer. It was agreed to divide the prize between Michael Walsh and Mike Bambridge. It was agreed that next year the prize would be for the most improved allotment.

13. WWI centenary commemorations
i. It was noted that the WWI commemorations were a great success. A vote of thanks and appreciation to Sue Pannell, Hazel Seekings and all those who were involved. The total cost was £339.52 which was covered by the grant from NCF of £330.
ii. It was also noted that £800 was raised for the Royal British Legion.
iii. It was suggested that a permanent (metal) commemorative sign could be placed in the church yard. Sue Pannell would investigate further.
14. Communicating with the village

i. Newsletter: parking on the knoll and around the village, Vodaphone project (call for people with Vodaphone contracts) ….
15. Communication from members of the public: none received.
16. Correspondence: mail circulated as usual
i. To note Chairmanship training on 8 Sept (10-3) provided by Norfolk RCC in Dereham.

17. Any other business for placing on the agenda for the next Meeting
i. Setting the Budget and Precept for 2015/16
ii. Footpath by the Church
18. To confirm the date of the next meeting at 7 pm in the Social Club Thursday 6 Nov 2014. 
Meeting closed at 8.40 pm
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Signed: ...........................................................


Date………………..


Chairman


