Great Snoring Parish Council


Clerk  Joanna Otte, Little Manor, Thursford Road, Little Snoring, NR21 0JN  
tel: 01328 822366 email: greatsnoringpc@googlemail.com 
Present: 
R Coates (Chairman), S Pannell (Vice-Chairman), D Perowne, H Seekings, J Taylor, 
and one member of the public.
Meeting of Great Snoring Parish Council on Thursday 8 January 2015 at 7.00pm in the Social Club

MINUTES
Welcome from the Chairman
1. Apologies from B Howe and J Towers were accepted.
2. Declarations of pecuniary interest by the Councillors in any of the items listed below.
3. Minutes of the previous Meeting (6 Nov) were approved and signed as a true record.
4. Matters arising: Progress on items from previous meetings for information or reminders only. Items not on this agenda requiring decisions will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
i. To note that H Seekings had donated a padlock for the gate at Gurney’s Ground. S Pannell had had extra keys cut: for D Perowne, John Dent, Norse each had one and S Pannell has three for future distribution when required.

ii. To note that the stones had been removed from outside Honeysuckle, but the ones at 69 Thursford Road remained.
iii. It was noted that J Taylor had repaired the notice board.

5. The Meeting was temporarily closed for Parishioners to express any concerns they have and for reports from the District and County Councillors and the PCSO.
A member of the public suggested that the increase in allotment rent should be optional for allotment sponsors.
The Chairman re-opened the meeting.
6. Highways and footpaths
i. Drainage at Duck End: feedback from site meeting with Highway Engineer. The Chairman reported that it had been a useful meeting and that the Engineer had said that he would schedule works to put in a drain under the road at the bottom of the hill which should alleviate the problem. It was noted with appreciation that Alec Swan had cleared his ditch and drain and cut the hedge so that Highways could jet wash the drain.
ii. To note work carried out by Highway Rangers on 26 and 27 November:
a. Thursford Road: clear mud and silt from breaker island junction and sweep
b. Walsingham Road: fill potholes
c. Barsham Road: clear mud and silt from gully
d. Little Snoring Road and The Street: fill potholes
e. Thanks to H Seeking for litter picking around the village.
iii. Items to report to Highways
a. Footpath by church wall needs to be swept

b. Directional signs need to be cleaned

c. Grups on Thursford Road and Walsingham Road need to be cleared

d. Pothole outside the Old Bakehouse, The Street to be filled.
e. Bus stop notices

iv. Other items
a. To note that the overgrowth on the footpath across the pightle would be cut back.
b. To ask Walsingham Estate to tidy up derelict buildings (at Top Farm and on Thursford Road) and the cut hedges on Dildash Lane to help to improve the appearance of the village.

v. To consider quotes for cutting the knolls. J Taylor would follow up with Tim and ask him to strim the grass at the goal post. The Clerk would then circulate the quotes for a decision. 
7. Planning
i. To consider any proposals from NNDC

a. Internal and external alterations to both The Manor House and Manor Barn. New pool and landscaping. Ref: PF/14/1549 and LA/14/1550. The plans had been circulated and a site visit had been arranged but was cancelled a short notice by the owner. It was agreed that a site meeting would be useful. S Pannell would contact Gary. It was noted that the planning and conservation officers were requesting more detailed information particularly in respect of the dormer windows. It was agreed that the Clerk should request that an archaeological survey is carried out prior to the excavation of the pool because of the location in the village near the church and manor house / rectory. 
ii. To note decisions made by NNDC. None received.
8. The Light Pollution Questionnaire from the Campaign to Protect Rural England was discussed, and responses agreed for the Clerk to submit.
9. Social Housing. It was agreed that the Chairman would follow up with the Diocese.
10. Financial business to consider payment of invoices and other financial business.
i. The balances on bank statements were confirmed as below:

	
	18/12/2014

	Barclays current account
	1,193.92 

	Barclays savings account
	4,053.61 

	
	5,247.53 


ii. The following payments were approved:
	
	Cheque no
	

	J Otte (expenses carry forward)
	
	

	Social Club (Parish Council 08/01/15)
	100186
	10.00

	S Pannell (keys for padlock)
	100187
	13.22

	 total
	
	£  23.22


iii. To note standing order payment of salary and pension contributions: 
	25 Dec 2014 salary (less personal pension cont £6.44)
	110.68

	25 Dec 2014 Norfolk Pension Fund (employer’s cont: £23.42; employee’s cont: £6.44)
	29.86


11. To confirm salary increase and new standing order instruction for bank.
The National Joint Council (NJC) for Local Government Services has reached agreement for 2014 – 16 National Salary Award:

· New pay scales for 2014-16 to be implemented from 1 January 2015

· A non-consolidated (one-off) payment for employees on SCPs 5 -49 in Dec 2014 and employees on SCPS 26-49 in April 2015).

Consequently National Association of Local Councils (NALC) and Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) jointly recommend increase in salary scales of all full and part-time clerks employed under the terms of the model contract to be applied from 1 January 2015

12. Allotments
i. To consider quotes for Pest Control
a. Pest Express

Proposed: 12 monitoring visits per year after an initial 3 to reduce numbers. (30 rat monitoring boxes externally around the site)

Monitoring boxes/traps will be free of charge, but chargeable at £15 per rat box if lost or damaged.

The cost for the contract will be £550 + VAT per year for the pest control contract to be paid in one invoice. Additional Calls outs for rodents will be at £30 plus VAT Calls outs for wasps will be at £30 plus VAT Calls outs for other pests will be at a reduced rate. 
It was agreed that D Perowne should get two more quotes which would be circulated for agreement so that a contract could be put in place as soon as possible. He also offered that Top Farm would contribute to the cost.

The Clerk was asked to find information from DEFRA for pest reduction which would be given to allotment holders. (N.B. maize-free diet was very important as most rat poisons worked by a vitamin K deficiency.)

ii. It was noted that the overgrown allotments had been cut back. Thanks to D Perowne for supplying the machinery and S Bushell for carrying out the clearance.
13. Response for a survey from NNDC indoor sporting facilities were agreed for the Clerk to submit.
14. WWI centenary commemorations
i. To consider a permanent memorial. Put on hold for the present.
15. Reports from parish councillors
i. S Pannell and H Seekings had attended the NNDC meeting about the planning process in Fakenham which was useful and informative.
ii. The Chairman reported that he had been advised that the oak tree on knoll was fundamentally weak due to a lost leader. Two options were considered: to have it cut back and maintained on a regular basis by tree surgeon or to remove and replace with a tree better suited to the site e.g. a small leaved lime. It was agreed that it would be preferable to take the latter option. It was noted that Great Snoring was a conservation area so permission would be needed from NNDC. The Chairman would speak to Andrew at the Estate who had recent experience of this. It was suggested that the trees on the knoll Dildash Lane / Thursford Road should also be considered.
iii.  It was agreed that minutes would be circulated to councillors prior to delivery of newsletter.
16. Communicating with the village

i. Newsletter: include: notice that oak tree would be removed and replaced – comments to be address to the Clerk; information about parish council elections.
17. Communication from members of the public
18. Correspondence: mail circulated as usual
i. Invitation from NNDC for a Wider Engagement meeting on 10 February at Fakenham Connect. S Pannell, H Seekings and J Taylor to attend.
19. Any other business for report or placing on the agenda for the next Meeting.
i. tourist information leaflet for Great Snoring

ii. list of contact numbers of second home owners

20. To confirm the date of the next meeting at 7 pm in the Social Club Thursday 12 March 2015.

Meeting closed 9.05 pm
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Signed: ...............................................



Date………………..


Chairman


